WITH   TIPPOO   SULTAUN.                     215

" To the EARL of MORNINGTON.

"Madras, 1th August^ 1798,
" My dear Lord5

" I cannot express in adequate terms the
satisfaction which I have received from your
Lordship's letter of the 16th ultimo,, and the
enclosures which accompanied it.

"This comprehensive explanation has dis-
pelled every doubt of the necessity of the mea-
sures which you have directed,, and I congratu-
late your Lordship, that the peril of our situation
is diminished every day by the assembling of our
troops and the forbearance of the enemy,, whilst
the measures you have in contemplation will
certainly prevent the future return of it. At the
close of the present, or the beginning of next
month,, I hope to have our army in a state of
preparation, sufficiently advanced for our defence;
but if that object should not be attained^ it shall not
be owing to any want of activity or diligence in me.

a In my former remarks on this subject, I did
not advert to one of the difficulties we at present
feel in assembling our army, I mean the detach-
ment of a very considerable part of it on foreign
service. This compels us to draw our force from
distant garrisons to the place of rendezvous and
necessarily occasions a very material delay, but as
I have received your Lordship's public letter
upon the most eligible plan for enabling us to
take the field expeditiottsly, and am preparing to